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Re-exploring the Feminine Gender perspective in
Mythological Masterplots and Its Application to
Korean Masterplot

- Focused on the Representation of ‘Becoming (Different) Mother’ in the
Works of Park Wan-seo and Oh Jung-hee -

SUNWOO EUNSIL*

This study aims to rewrite literary history by exploring recurring patterns
known as the “masterplot”. Taking a feminism perspective is crucial to
understanding the influence of cultural norms on these patterns, particularly
the male-centered theme. By reevaluating and restructuring the masterplot’s
gender aspects, it can be rewritten, allowing for a critical analysis of its gender
implications.

The study focuses on breaking down the male-centered mythological
masterplot and emphasizing the “feminine concept” as the central structure of
storytelling. For instance, the representation of wartime women’s ‘“becoming
(different) mother” undergoes transformation from a male hero’s self-discovery
narrative to Korean masterplot that centers on women characters, as seen in
Park Wan-seo’s works.

By identifying these structural similarities and their potential for
transformation, this study compares the works of Park Wan-seo and Oh
Jung-hee, aiming to rewrite Korean fiction history from a gendered perspective,

revitalizing femininity as a central plot in Korean war-era fiction.

*

doctoral program at Inha University, majoring in Korean Language & Literature,
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