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Analyze of ‘Confrontational Narrative of
Neo-Confucianism and Silhak’ in High School
Korean History Textbooks since Liberation in 1945

Na Jonghyun™

This paper examines how the ‘Confrontational Narrative of
Neo-Confucianism and Silhak’ has evolved in high school Korean history
textbooks. Firstly, the study analyzes high school Korean history textbooks
from the Liberation period to the early 2000s. The analysis reveals a continuous
strengthening of the presentation of the ideological history of late Joseon
through the ‘Confrontational Narrative of Neo-Confucianism and Silhak.'

The textbooks that have been part of the certified textbook system since 2009
are characterized by the integration of pre-modern and modern history, resulting
in a reduced proportion of pre-modern history. Consequently, the narration of
the late Joseon historical period has been consistently abbreviated. Among the
nine textbooks currently in use, it is challenging to locate a textbook that
discusses the ideological history of late Joseon beyond the scope of the
‘Confrontational Narrative of Neo-Confucianism and Silhak.’

This situation can be attributed to the current state of research on the late
Joseon history and various constraints within the field of history education.
Firstly, the academic discourse on Neo-Confucianism and Silhak is not
extensive enough to replace the existing textbook structure. Secondly, achieving
a diversified range of perspectives within the current textbook system proves
to be challenging. To foster a broader spectrum of viewpoints concerning the

ideological history of late Joseon within Korean history textbooks, in-depth

*  Seoul National University, Department of Korean History/ BK Assistant Professor
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discussions within academia and history education are imperative.

Key words : Ideological history, Neo-confucianism, Silhak(B£2), History of Late Joseon,

Textbooks
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