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Arbitrariness in the Analysis on the Causes
of Korean Forced Laborer’s Accidents
during the Total Mobilization Regime

Park Jinseo*

The fundamental problem of labor accidents as a social disaster is that the
responsibility for the accident is put blame on the victim. This study tried to
elucidate this problem through the accident cases of Korean laborers mobilized
by force during the Total mobilization regime. With their arrival in Japan, they
were able to be included into the worker protection system in mainland Japan,
albeit on a limited level. However, apart from this incorporation, there was
a lot of room for arbitrary judgment in the analysis of causes. And such
arbitrary judgment tended towards the victim's personal negligence.
Furthermore, in cases where arbitrariness was exercised to the extreme, the
character of the accident could turn into a separate issue that is very sensitive.
Because they were placed at a disadvantage in the arena of competition over
definition of accident’s character, the Korean forced laborers had to endure

the damage caused by the accident.

Key words : Forced Mobilziation, Industrial Accident, Accident Compensation,
Occupational Risk
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