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Reinterpretation of the Martial Tradition[����] 

and the Identity of Loyal and Devoted 

Villages[���	]

Focusing on the Local Gazetteers of Pyeongando in the Joseon Dynasty
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In the 15th-16th centuries, the record of the dynastic geographies emphasized 

the strong martial spirit in some regions of Pyeongan province by depicting 

their archery or horseback riding skills. The culture of taking care of and 

respecting one another, which already emerged in Gyeongsang and Jeolla 

province, hasn’t appeared in this area based on the record of Yeojiseungram 

(_`ab). In Joseon Dynasty, the virtue of public morality was considered 

as an indicator of civilization, and based on this, the customs of various regions 

were evaluated. If Pyeongando had only remained within its original inherent 

characteristics, regardless of its distance from the central government, it would 

have been seen as a peripheral and border region. However, it underwent 

various struggles to change its regional customs as various factors-external 

evaluations, internal aspirations to change, and historical circumstances- 

intertwined. From the 16th to 18th centuries, not only Pyeongyang- the main 

city in the western region(cd)- and its surrounding areas, but also areas close 

to the border-Ganggye, Chosan, and Seongcheon- began to actively appropriate 

the standards of cultural civilization emphasized by Joseon Dyanasty. Also, 

* Visiting scholar, Kyujanggak Institute For Korean Studies
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they recorded their change -from the cultural periphery to the civilized-in the 

local gazetteers. On the other hand, there developed a perspective that saw the 

martial tradition not as a sign of uncivilization, but somewhat positive. It 

formed a new regional identity as it intertwined with the proud memories of 

local contribution during Japanese and Manchu invasions. Then in the late 17th 

century to early 18th century, villages in Pyeongan province-such as 

Yongcheon, Seoncheon, Uiju, and Jeongju developed the identity of loyal and 

devoted villages[efgh]. The villages in the border region, which had 

revered martial traditions, now moved away from their periphery mentality by 

discovering the local history of caring for others by utilizing their strengths 

in martial arts.

 

Key words : Customs, Local Gazetteers, Pyeongando, Martial Traditions(尙武傳統), 

Neo-Confucianism, Identity of Loyal and Devoted Village(忠義之�)
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