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A Review of the Power Relationship
between King Seongjong and Hungu Gongsin

—Did Seongjong and Hungu Gongsin have a Antagonistic Relationship —

Song Woong-sup*

This study moves away from the Sarim narrative and examines the
relationship between Sungjong and Hungu Gongsin in the context of the time.
The relationship between the Sungjong and Hungu Gongsin is generally
understood to be antagonistic. However, in the context of the early Joseon
period, which did not tolerate the Bungdang, it is not appropriate to set the
king and the Hungu official in an antagonistic relationship. Ascending to the
throne at a young age, Sungjong overcame many obstacles with the support
of Hungu Gongsin. However, he was exercising his authority appropriately by
shielding Hungu Gongsin from the press and executing those who deceived
him. The political environment of the Sungjong dynasty was one of declining
The Power of the Hungu Gongsin. The power of the Henggu officials was
difficult to sustain while maintaining a close working relationship with the
monarch, as in the case of the Sejo dynasty. The task given to Sungjong was
not to suppress Hungu officials. The real challenge was gaining control of the
entire bureaucracy in the absence of a crony like Hungu Gongsin. We need

to revise the Sarim narrative in the context of the times.

* Assistant Professor, Department of History Education, Chongshin University
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