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Review of the Issues of the Construction Period and
Character of Anhak Palace Ruins in Pyongyang

Ki, Kyoung-ryang*

Anhak Palace ruins are located in Anhak-dong, Daesong District, Pyongyang
City. The ruins have long been considered a palace of the Goguryeo period;
however, a theory of the construction during the Goryeo came to the fore by
Japanese academia, and a dispute over that is developed. The author
understands Anhak Palace ruins as a royal palace that was built and then
discarded in the process in which King Jeongjong of the Goryeo Dynasty
(Reign : 945-949) would move the capital to Seogyeong.

Tombs of Goguryeo have been found on the cultural layer in the lower part
of the building of Anhak Palace ruins. Three tombs were explained through
reports from North Korean academia, but a dozen burial mounds were found,
referring to the reviews of the excavation, and the location is the center of
the palace's architectural site. Thus, it is clear that some ancient tombs of
Goguryeo spread at the foot of Daeseongsan Mountain were destroyed, and
the royal palace was built on them.

Most of the male roof-end tiles and female roof-end tiles excavated from
Anhak Palace ruins cannot be considered those of the Goguryeo period, but
it is reasonable to consider them the tiles of the Unified Silla period to the
Goryeo period. Some tiles can be considered those of the Goguryeo period;

however, they are only a small quantity, and it is reasonable to interpret them

*  Associate professor, The Department of Korean History at the Catholic University of Korea
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as mixed objects because the Anhak Palace area is the center of the site of

Goguryeo ruins.
Key words : Anhak Palace, roof-end tiles, a palace of the Goryeo, King

Jeongjong
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