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Kim Myung-sik's Literary Theory-focusing
on writings in “New Life”

Jeon Seong Kyu*

The purpose of this article is to examine the characteristics of literary theory,
focusing on Kim Myung-sik's writings published in “New Life”. Kim
Myung-sik is a representative figure who set the direction of the new culture
movement as a ‘literary movement’ within “New Life” and led it. “Literature
conceived by Russia” served as a very important text in determining the
direction of the translation of literary works within the New Life, and defining
the ‘People’s Literature’ advocated by the New Life. In “Literature conceived
by Russia”, Kim Myung-sik considered the most important role of realism
literature in Russia in the mid to late 1800s as the reason for the success of
the revolution in Russia, which is culturally and economically the most
backward. He saw that the emergence of literature, such as Turgenev and
Gorky, that mediates ideals and realities in a balanced way, drove the revolution
in reality. “Literature conceived by Russia” has its origins in “What kind of
person Nikolai Lenin is”, which has been serialized in the Dong-A Ilbo since
June 1921.

Kim Myung-sik's interest in Russian literature is not a result of direct access
to Russian literature, but rather it can be seen that it was born through Osugi
Sakae(A% “4%)'s theory of popular art. In the late 1910s and early 1920s, Osugi

Sakae accepted Romain Roland's “People’s Drama”, biophilosophy, anarchism,
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and Russian realism literature, and established his own theory of popular art.
There are many similarities with Osugi Sakae's position in recognizing the
public as the subject of history and recognizing literature as an art institution
where people(Min-Jung) can freely express their emotions of anger or hatred

and an institution of struggle.

Key words : Kim Myung—sik, ‘New Life”, People’s Literature, realism literature in
Russia, Osugi Sakae(X#Z %), theory of popular art
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