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Aspects of Owned Servants by the Changnyeong

Sung Family Who Lived in Tongjinbu G&FHF) in

the Mid-Eighteenth Century, On the Basis of Copy

of Junhogu (Extract of Family Registers) Possessed
by the University of Hawaii

Lhim, Hak-Seong*

The purpose of this paper is to research and introduce some materials on
Korean studies which are held abroad, and to get historical understanding by
studying them. The author gives a brief introduction to a book named
Hojeokbusa (F£5{%%) which is in the possession of the Library at the
University of Hawaii. He selects the “Extract of Family Registers, Sung
Gyu-Hae, Tongjin, 1765” among eighty-eight family registers and examines the
three hundreds and forty-five servants listed in it.

First of all, the data divided the servants owned by the Changnyeong Sung
Family into three categories - live-in, live-out, and runaway. Among them,
live-in accounted for about 25%, live-out about 65%, and runaway about 10%.
Males accounted for about 52% and females about 48%. It is likely that the
sex ratio was relatively balanced.

The live-out servants lived all over the country except Hamgyeong Province.
They lived in a total of fifteen areas : three towns in Gyeonggi, Chungcheong,

and Jeolla Provinces respectively, two in Gyeongsang and Hwanghae Provinces

Professor, Department of History, Inha University
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respectively, and one in Gangwon and Pyeongan Provinces respectively.
Especially, about 43% of all live-out servants lived together in Gangneung.
This shows that the members of Changnyeong Sung Family lived in Tongjin
had a special connection to Gangneung.

The data shows that the average age of the all servants was about forty-five
years old. It was forty-three for men and forty-seven for women. It was
thirty-one for live-in servants (twenty-nine for men and thirty-three for women),
fifty-one for live-out servants (forty-nine for men and fifty-four for women),
and forty-eight for runaway servants (forty-two for men and sixty for women).
Female servants were older than male servants.

Regarding the age distribution, the youngest (live-in) was three years old
and the oldest (live-out and runaway) were ninety-two years old. 13.3% were
in their teens, 11.3% in their 20s, 10.7% in their 50s, 10.1% in their 30s, 9.5%
in their 40s, 8.6% in their 60s, 8.3% in their 70s, 5.3% in their 80s, 1.8%
were under the age of 10, and 1.5% were in their 90s.

It was stated that the ages of the sixty-six servants were unknown.
Sixty-three (96%) of them were all live-out servants except three live-in
servants. It must have been difficult for their owners to determine the age of
them living far away. On the contrary, ages of the runaway servants were all
stated. It shows that their owners made clear that they belonged to the
Changnyeong Sung Family lived in Tongjin.

Regarding marriages of the servants, 70% of them were same-class marriages
and 30% of them were interclass marriages. About 23% were a marriage of
two servants both belonged to Sung Gyu-Hae, about 46% were a marriage of
Sung Gyu-Hae’s servant and a servant owned by others, about 10% were a
marriage of a male servant and a female commoner, and about 21% were a
marriage of a female servant and male commoner.

Finally, about 86% of the servants were in familial relations. It shows that
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servants owned by the noble families in the later period of Joseon were in
familial relations. However, the familial relationship between live-in servants
and live-out servants was not confirmed. This suggests that in the 18th century,

Sung Gyu-Hae's family managed servants by separating them by ministry type.

Key words : the University of Hawaii, the Japanese Government—General in Korea,
junhogu (extract of family registers), Tongjin (:&;%), Changnyeong
Sung family, owned servant
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