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Seasonal Drama as Dramatic Affect

—Focusing on The Good Detective 2, JTBC Mni-series —

Park, Noh-Hyun*

Dramatic affect means affective sympathy created between characters in the
play and audiences. Affect comes from mutual care, but similar affective
empathy occurs between virtual/fictional characters and actual/real audiences.
It mainly occurs in seasonal dramas that are broadcast for a long period of
time as a series on an annual basis. It is called dramatic affect that characters
and audiences who are divided inside and outside of television beyond these
boundaries and are united by neighborliness.

As with neighborliness, dramatic affect presupposes a familiar face that has
been known for a long period of time. Seasonal dramas have an advantage
in arousing such dramatic affect in that faces of the characters and the airing
time are relatively fixed. JTBC's mini-series The Good Detective 2 faithfully
demonstrates the possibility of such dramatic affect mediated by dramas though
it is not a seasonal drama.

This drama does not just focus on the two main characters, but expands
the world to include their family and colleagues, paying attention to dramatic
events as well as realistic lives. Thanks to this world view, The Good Detective
2 demolishes the boundary of the media called television, it gives rise to an

illusion that characters and audiences are neighbors living in the same space

*

Associate professor, Department of Web Culture & Arts, Dongguk University(WISE Campus)
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and time. Dramatic affect makes seasonal dramas never disappear from season
to season. As long as the following seasons follow, it always remains as an

afterimage.

Key words : Television Drama, Seasonal Drama, Dramatic Affect, Neighborliness,
Sympathy and Empathy, Faces of the Characters, The Airing Time,
The Good Detective 2
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