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Manhae with Kant

—the idea of freedom in “The Silence of My Beloved”

and the trace of translation —

Kang, Dong-ho*

The purpose of this article is to investigate the philosophy of ‘freedom’ in
“The Silence of My Beloved” and to reveal the philosophical connection
between Han Yong-un and modern philosophy. In this respect, the focus of
this article is to illuminate the relationship between Manhae and Kant. It is
possible to read Manhae along with Kant's philosophy for the following
reasons. Kant's influence can be found throughout Han Yong-un's texts. This
is important because Kant's idea on freedom in his moral philosophy and “the
Silence of My Beloved” seem to share a similar philosophical vision.

In “The Silence of My Beloved”, there are traces of Manhae's confrontation
with the modern ideology of freedom established by Kant. Although it pursues
the absolute principle of unity of freedom and law, Manhae takes a different
path of thought from Kant. The difference between Kant and Manhae is
significant so that confirms the philosophy of Manhae had been established
on the ambiguity formulated by the confliction between modernity and
tradition. “The Silence of My Beloved” has a unique and ambiguous aspects
which cannot be fully understood in terms of dichotomous perspective on

modernity and tradition.

* Inha University
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