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Re-discussion on Historical Implications
of The New Life

Jung, Yoonsung*

This article examines the characteristics of The New Life, which is known
as the first “socialist magazine” of colonial Korea and the first magazine to
be indicted for writing. Previous studies have been conducted with a focus on
the translation of the socialist ideology and its contemporary meaning.
Proliferating socialist ideas, key members of New Life also responded to social
issues. In the wake of the so-called Shin Seok-hyun(ri&s i, Niiagata in
Japanese) massacre in 1922, New Life planned collective actions by forging
a relationship with media and social groups both in Colonial Korea and
Imperial Japan. The magazine's attempt to criticize Japanese colonial rule was
considered formidable. Furthermore, The New Life did not only remain in the
domain of knowledge and discourse, but also sought to have a direct contact
with the public. Sports competitions and public lectureswere carried out as
means to directly appeal to the people. Based on its strong printing capabilities
along with a wide network of media, regions, and religions, The New Life could
function as a pivotal base for activists. Indiscriminative judicial measures aimed
at magazines prove its significance in the society. By reviewing 7The New Life's
social participation, it is expected to contribute to a comprehensive
understanding of the sphere of socialism in the early 1920's of Colonial

Chosun.

*  Dept. of Korean Language and Literature, PhD student
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