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Current Status and Challenges of Studies regarding
the Five Islands in the West Sea

—Focused on the Issue Surrounding the State Jurisdiction —

Yea, Daeyeol

The military conflict surrounding the West Sea increased after the Post-Cold
War Era when inter-Korea reconciliation was started. Through the October 4th
North-South Summit Declaration, the leaders of the two Koreas agreed on an
agenda for recognizing the West Sea as a peaceful area. “The Special Zone
of Peace and Cooperation in the West Sea and border” and “Joint Fishing Area”
were declared and this consensus implies that the North accepted the South's
plan to establish peace in the West Sea through economic cooperation without
touching the sensitive issue of the maritime boundary. However, despite such
an agreement, creating a national agreement structure is still not solved. A
political dispute in the 2012 presidential election regarding a leaked transcript
of an inter-Korean summit shows that issues of the West Sea have remained
a controversial topic according to the political interest of inter-Korean and even
mutual dialogue is not unsettled. However, to build a peaceful Korean
Peninsula in the 21st century, it is essential to make the West Sea a permanent
peace zone beyond ideological differences. For this purpose, this article
examines the studies regarding the issue of state jurisdiction surrounding the

Five Islands of the West Sea. Each chapter discusses the origins of the conflict

* a Professor of Academic Research, Sunchon National University’s Institute of Humanities

Research
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in the West Sea, differences in interpretations of the Armistice Agreement,
disagreement within South Korean academia on the NLL, changes in North

Korea’s position on the maritime boundary in the West Sea, and illegal fishing

by Chinese fleets.

Key words : the West Sea, Five Islands of the West Sea, Truce agreement,
NLL(Northern Limit Line)
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