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The Christian Community of Pyongyang
and Science and Technology Education
of Soongsil College

Sunsil Oh*

This study aims to show that Soongsil College, which adheres to the
evangelical doctrine, implemented a Christian community centered on
Pyongyang, an area well-infused with Christian culture, and made an effort
to supply the knowledge and skills required by the community for that purpose.
Soongsil College, which envisioned an independent Christian education system
that encompasses a wide area in the northwestern part of Pyongyang, allowed
admission only to Christian believers, and gave a lot of weight to Christian
doctrine and liberal arts essential for seminary admission. As it is operated
by sponsorship and support to the local community, it was intended to provide
the knowledge, education, and training required by the local community. In
particular, Soongsil College built and operated “Anna Davis Industrial Shop”
from the beginning of its establishment to educate students on technology and
at the same time help students become self-reliant through technical work. As
an affiliated institution that best meets the founding purpose of Soongsil
College, which is to nurture hardworking and sincere Christians, it has taken
an important part in the school operation and curriculum establishment process.
In addition, the science and technology education that Soongsil College

envisioned while attempting to establish a science department in the 1920s and

* Institute for Korean Christianity Culture, Soongsil University
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1930s was in fact specialized in the field of chemical engineering, which was
the science and technology knowledge needed for Pyongyang to grow into a
central industrial area in the northwest region. Eventually, the establishment
of the Science department was canceled due to the refusal of the Colonial
government, who had been reluctant to teach science and technology in colonial
Korea. But as the direction was shifted to agriculture and establishment,

Soongsil College was able to meet the needs of the local community.

Key words : Soongsil College, the Christian College, Anna Davis Industrial shop,
Education of technology and Science, Old technology
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