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The Notion and the Significance of the
Contemporary Affairs in Gojong’s Reign

HAN BORAM*

"Contemporary Affair(f%#5)" is a concept that means "something important
and urgent to do at current times," and has been continuously established in
the flow of Joseon politics throughout the Joseon Dynasty. Analysis of the
term "Contemporary Affair" in the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty reveals
several characteristics and trends. The use of the term "'Contemporary Affair’
is largely divided into uses, such as when used as a ritual use, in the case
of a trial appeal, and when an actual problem exists. In the case of ritual use,
it is mainly used when recruiting, such as talent selection, talent evaluation,
and past books, indicating that "knowing the mission" was an important
criterion for talent selection during the Joseon Dynasty. In addition, through
the case of the “Contemporary Affair” appeal, it can be seen that the subjects
of the discussion of “Contemporary Affair” were mainly high-ranking officials
and Samsa of the central government, and as it went down to the late Joseon
Dynasty, it expanded to study abroad. In particular, the use of the term
"Contemporary Affair" appears to be the highest frequency in Gojong'‘s reign,
indicating that it was a time when awareness of the crisis and the need to
respond to it in state administration increased significantly. Another
characteristic of this period is that it was based on the traditional goal of

political management, which was based on the traditional political management

*  Lecturer, Daejeon University
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of stabilizing people's livelihoods, while practically promoting necessary
changes according to the new internal and external environment. In addition,
it can be confirmed through the discussion of local government officials Yuk
Yong-jeong's municipal affairs, and Yuk Yong Jeong's perception of municipal
affairs has limitations in emphasizing the king's efforts to select talent.
However, this is of great significance in that it shows that the subject of the
discussion of the municipal affairs of King Gojong is expanding from the center

to the provinces and from the upper to the lower levels.

Key words : Contemporary Affair, Gojong's Reign, Park Kyu Su, Yuk Yong Jeong
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