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Marriage Patterns of Residents of Yeongjong Island
in the Mid-19th Century

—An Analysis of “Census Register of Yeongjong-jin, 1867 —

Lhim, Hak-Seong*

Joseon Government strengthened its maritime defense system based on
Ganghwa Island during the mid-seventeenth century. As part of this, in 1653,
Yeongjong Military Base, also known as Yeongjong-jin (7 5245) was relocated
from Yeongjong Harbor (5k i), Namyang (F5f5), to Jayeon Island (4536 E),
present-day Yeongjong Island (752 ). Since then, Yeongjong-jin had taken
shape as a naval base: it was upgraded to Independent Military Base (3%4E)
in 1758; it even carried out migration plans in order to increase inhabitants.

Independent Military Bases were allowed to manage their population and
land as well as military on their own; they were able to collect taxes and use
them for them-selves. Therefore, it appears that Yeongjong-jin carried out
census and made census register once every three years. Currently, there
remains only one register titled “Census Rregister of Yeongjong-jin, 1867.”
This paper reviews it and analyzes marriage patterns of residents of
Yeongha-myeon (4 T ) (Jayeon and Wolmi Islands), Sammok-myeon (=&
M) (Sammok and Shinbul Islands), and Yongryu-myeon (Egjiim) (Yongryu
and Muui Islands). The results are as follows.

Of those who resided in the islands under the jurisdiction of Yeongjongjin

Professor, Department of History, Inha Univ.
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in the mid-nineteenth century, most men as a family head and their wives came
from a few numerically strong families. Marriages happened between one
numerically strong family and another, and numerically strong families got
related by marriage with certain families from generation to generation.
Numerically strong families which got related by marriage with certain families
generally belonged to the upper class. Also, a case study of the brothers shows
that residents’ network by marriage was spread all over the area under the
jurisdiction of Yeongjong-jin, that is, Yeongha-myeon, Jeonso- myeon,
Huso-myeon, Sammok-myeon, and Yongyu-myeon.

In conclusion, it seems that intermarriage between insular residents and
preference for certain families when choosing someone to marry was relavant
to the regional characteristics; it was not easy for them to have relations with
people on land. Also, the author analyzes that these marriage patterns were
the outcome of policy and custom, which aimed to help stable supply of human

resources for the naval base.

Key words : Incheon, Jayeon island(4£3#&&), Yeongjong island(7ks=E&), Sammok
island(=AKE&), Yongryu island(8E#% &), naval base, Yeongjong—ijin
(/5R$E), census register, insular residents, marriage
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