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Which Culture Values Did 1990s Culture Quarterly
Magazines Provide?

—By Comparing Munhwa/Gwahak, Sang-sang, Review, and Oneulyegam —

YEA-YL, YOON*

This study shed light on the critical culture theory which originated from
the then-educated class through the 1990s culture quarterly magazines such as
Munhwa/Gwahak, Sang-sang, Review, and Oneulyegam. In the 1990s, the
mainstream cultural value was that culture is either ‘object of enjoyment’ (early
to mid-90s) or ‘domain of wealth accumulation’ (mid to late 90s) but the
aforementioned magazines provided other possibilities of understanding culture.
They approached culture as the stage of forming social principal agents and
political power effect and pioneered new domains of culture discourse and
research. Nonetheless, they adhered to distinct cultural values, continued
planning for differentiation, and organized distinct points of intervention
through culture production and consumption domain. This study analyzed the
common points and the turning points of culture quarterly magazines and

looked into their historical legacies.

Key words : 1990s, culture quarterly magazine, popular culture, cultural value,
formation of principal agent, Munhwa/Gwahak, Sang—sang, Review,
Oneulyegam
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