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Wanbaoshan Incident and Children’s Literature

—Juvenile Novel by Kim Woo-cheol Dealing with
the Ant-Chinese Riots in Sinuiju—

Won Jong Chan*

This paper is an excavation report on the juvenile novel <Wang Mae-ran
and Sunnyeo> (1937) dealing with the Anti-Chinese Riots in Sinuiju as a result
of the Wanbaoshan Incident (1931). Works related to the Wanbaoshan Incident
received a great deal of interest from academic circles, but because there are
no works related to this incident in the children’s literature sector, it was not
followed with much discussions. However, the newly discovered juvenile novel
by Kim Woo-cheol is on painfully looking back at the tragedies of the
Wanbaoshan Incident and Anti-Chinese Riots.

Among the known works, this may be the only work in Korean literature
that uses Chinese victims living in Korea during the Wanbaoshan Incident as
a key character. In early July of 1931, the Anti-Chinese Riots that spread
throughout the entire nation has become an ethically traumatic experience that
Koreans don’t want to remember. When considering today’s situation where
issues on discrimination and xenophobia are becoming more and more severe,
<Wang Mae-ran and Sunnyeo> can be judged to be a meaningful heritage for

not just children’s literature but all of Korean literature.

Key words : Children’s literature, Kim Woo—cheol, "Wang Mae-ran and Sunnyeoy,,
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