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Singanhoe’s Ethnic Equality Movement between pro
and against the Japanese Colonial Regime

— Focusing on a Campaign for Protecting Manchurian Koreans —

Yoon, Hyojung*

This study explored aspects of that Singanhoe cracked the Japanese colonial
regime focusing on a campaign for protecting Manchurian Koreans. The
campaign was developed through the Alliance for Protecting Manchurian
Koreans(hereinafter referred to as the APMK). The APMK was made by the
leaders of Singanhoe headquaters, and branches of Singanhoe contributed to
the regional spread of the APMK. The campaign corrected rumors that Chinese
slaughtered innocent Koreans in Manchuria and clarified that the deportation
of Koreans was not caused by plain Chinese in Manchuria with the opposition
to Koreans’ attacks on the Chinese in the Korean Peninsula. In addition, the
APMK declared to solve sufferings that Koreans were experiencing cementing
friendly relations with Chinese and argued Manchurian Koreans’ acquisition
of Chinese nationality. This meant that the colonial state should have applied
the Japanese Nationality Act to Koreans; therefore, the Singanhoe movement,
represented by the campaign for protecting Manchurian Koreans, was an ethnic
equality movement to assert the same rights as Japanese and revealed itself

as a kind of civil rights movement. However, it is very important that this

* a Professor of Academic Research, Sunchon National University’s Institute of Humanities

Research
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played a role in disrupting the spread of the ideology of the harmony between
Japanese and Koreans made by Japanese colonialists. If Koreans in Manchuria
had been subject to the Japanese Nationality Act, they, as Chinese people,
would have been protected by Chinese laws. This idea differed from the
Japanese solution to protect Manchurian Koreans as Japanese subjects by giving
them ownership of the lands. This showed that the APMK sought effectiveness
to destabilize the image that the Empire of Japan was Manchurian Koreans’
guardian. Also, this implicated that it was not necessary to consider Koreans’
lives improved in the prosperity of the Empire of Japan. Therefore, the
Singanhoe movement, when figuring out in the case of the campaign protecting
Manchurian Koreans, had anti-colonialism characteristic to help Koreans
breaking away from the colonial ideology and played a part in cracking the

colonial regime.

Key words : Movements of National Cooperation Front, Singanhoe, the Alliance
for Protecting Manchurian Koreans, Koreans’ Attacks on the Chinese
in the Korean Peninsula, Japanese Nationality Act, Right to Renounce
Nationality, Ethnic Equality Movement, Anti—colonialism
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