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Industrialization of Salt Production and the
Influx of Japanese Monopoly Capital in Korea
during Wartime

Ryu, Chang-Ho*

The Japanese colonial government in Joseon achieved monopoly of sea salt
that covered 90% of domestic salt use, by enforcing the Salt Import Control
Act in 1930. Also, based on that, it tried to achieve self-sufficiency in table
salt and even production of industrial salt in response to chemical industries
which was rising, by the fourth extension of solar salterns. It was almost
impossible to get industrial salt from sea water, which required much sodium
chloride more than 90%. Therefore, in late 1930s, a group of Japanese
monopoly capitalists started a great enterprise in salt production in Korea, in
order to fully introduce salt manufacture by machines which had been
attempted before.

The colonial government approved of some private enterprises constructing
solar salterns as many as 4,200 hectare. Dai Nippon Salt Company was the
first in 1937, and Kanegafuchi Chemical Industry Company, Oriental
Colonization Company, Joseon Manufacture Salt Industry Company, and
Namsun Chemical Industry Company followed after it. That was equivalent
to the public solar salterns of 4,325 hectare which was built by the Monopoly
Bureau under the colonial government between 1907 and 1940. The colonial

government not only approved above-mentioned private enterprises’

*  Inha Museum curator
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construction of solar salterns, but also provided every support including
administrative one. By doing so, it ignored its own principle of prohibition
of private solar salterns, and its own Salt Monopoly Act.

As a sudden rise of magnesium industry led to a huge increase of demand
for bittern, the byproduct of salt production, every solar saltern started
producing it, by equipped with processing facilities. Bittern, “seed of sea salt,”
was indispensable raw material for increasing sea salt productivity. Therefore,
since 1940s, the excessive increase of bittern export had been a major reason

for decrease of sea salt productivity.

Key words : salt monopoly, salt manufacture by machines, industrial salt, bittern,
magnesium industry, Dai Nippon Salt Company
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