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Jang Ji-yeon's idea about the rituals of the emperor
of the Dachan Empire in Hwanglyepyeon

Chung, Hyun-jung®

Jang Ji-yeon was one of those who appealed Kojong’s elevation from king
to emperor. And as an official of Saryeso, he pubilshed Daehan-yejeon, the
book regarding national rituals. In 1899, on The third year since the declaration
of the Dachan Empire, Jang Ji-yeon wrote Hwanglyepyeon and criticized the
emperor for not performing worship rituals for the heaven and ancestors
together and not honoring ancestors as emperors. According to the
Hwanglyepyeon, performing worship rituals for the heaven and ancestors
together means returning to and repaying the origin of all existence and human
life, therefore emperor reflect on his duty through performing the ritual. In
addition, the ancient emperors honored their ancestors as emperors as soon as
they ascended the throne, and did not put only themselves on the supreme
position. Jang Ji-yeon urged Kojong should perform worship rituals for the
heaven and ancestors together in the Sacrifice to Heaven at the Round Altar,
and should honor his ancestors as emperors according to Emperor's Seven
Chambers System. He desired the Confucian ideology to be reflected in the

rituals of the emperor of the Daehan Empire.

Key words : the Daehan Empire, Daehan—-yejeon, Hwanglyepyeon, the Sacrifice to
Heaven at the Round Altar, Emperor's Seven Chambers System
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