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A Study on the History of Bongguksa Temple in
Seongnam-si and the main Buddha of
Daegwangmyeongjeon Hall

Kim, Ellie*

This study, we looked at the history of Bongguksa Temple, a traditional
temple in Seongnam-si, and examined the main Buddha of Daegwangmyeongjeon
Hall. Considering the changes in the history and function of Bongguksa
Temple, it was possible to grasp the changes in the Buddhist culture of the
Joseon royal family and the religious world during the Korean Empire, and
to find out that Bongguksa Temple was used as a base for the independence
movement of the ‘Korean Independence Corps’ formed by Kim Kyo-sang in
Japanese colonial era.

Tracking down the main Buddha of Bongguksa Temple's Daegwangmyeongjeon
Hall, it was revealed that Vairocana Buddha was enshrined in Daegwangmyeongjeon
Hall when Bongguksa Temple was founded, and Sakyamuni Buddha was
enshrined in Nahanjeon Hall. The two Buddha statues of Bongguksa Temple
exist as Seated Wooden Vairocana Buddha statues of Jijangam Hermitage in
Seoul and Wooden Seated Buddha statues of Chilbosa Temple in Seoul. It is
believed that the Wooden Amitabha Buddha statue, the main Buddha of the
Daegwangmyeongjeon Hall of Bongguksa Temple, was moved to the
Daegwangmyeongjeon Hall of Bongguksa Temple when Bongguksa Temple

was relocated in 1939.

* Chung—Ang University, Da Vinci College of General Education / Professor in charge of lectures
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